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Footsteps of Paul & 7 Churches 

Istanbul – Adana – Konya – Pamukkale – Ephesus – Izmir – Canakkale – Bursa- Istanbul 

 

 

 

  

 



Day 1: ISTANBUL Arrival in Istanbul, Meet at the airport and transfer to your hotel. The rest of the day is yours to explore 

Istanbul. Overnight in Istanbul. 

Day 2: ISTANBUL Our journey begins in Istanbul, the only city in the world situated on two continents. Byzantium, 

Constantinople, Istanbul - its three names span more than 2600 years, nearly 1600 of them as the capital of two of the greatest 

empires the world has known, Byzantine and Ottoman. We visit the St. Sophia, the Blue Mosque and Hippodrome, where chariot 

races and the Byzantine riots took place and free time in Grand bazaar (Closed on Sundays) with its 3.500 shops. Overnight in  

Istanbul. 

Day 3: ISTANBUL - ADANA Depart Istanbul and board our domestic flight to Adana.  Due to its being in the heart of that fertile 

center, Adana has been an important city for many civilizations for centuries dating back to the Hittites. The precious River  

Seyhan is spanned by the ancient Taskopru (Stone Bridge) which was built by Hadrian and then repaired by Justinian.  It is also 

the birthplace of the Apostle Paul. Drive to Tarsus and visit the Apostle Paul’s well, the Gate of Cleopatra, and the latest 

excavations. Then we visit the archaeological remains of Seleucia, the port from which Paul, Barnabas and John Mark departed  

from Antioch on the first missionary journey (Acts 13:4). We drive to our hotel for dinner and overnight. 

Day 4: ADANA - DERBE - KONYA. Breakfast is served at the hotel and we head to Derbe, one of the famous cities where St. Paul 

and St. Barnabas preached Christianity (Acts 14:21).  Derbe is famed today for the Manazan Caves, where the neglected ancient 

city with its churches lies at the foot of Karadag.  We then go to Konya where St. Paul and St. Barnabas had to flee due to 

persecution. Visit the tomb of Mevlana, the great mystic poet and Islamic spiritual leader who founded the sect of “Whirling 

Dervishes”, Ince Minare Medrese (Muslim theological school) and Karatay Medrese museum. Continue to our hotel for dinner 

and overnight. 

Day 5: PISIDIAN ANTIOCH - COLOSSAE - HIERAPOLIS - PAMUKKALE. After breakfast, we travel to Antioch in the province of 

Pisidia. Antioch became one of the first Anatolian cities to accept Christianity. St. Paul came to Antioch in the 1st century  AD and 

chose it as a center for his missionary activities. Having proclaimed the in the city, St. Paul gave his first sermon to the 

congregation of a synagogue, on the site of which the first and  largest church  dedicated to St. Paul was later constructed.  Then 

continue to Colossae, known from the letters of St.  Paul. On to Pamukkale, the  cotton  fortress, which rises above the  fertile 

Menderes valley. Upon arrival visit the ruins of ancient Hierapolis. Dinner and overnight at our hotel.  



 

 

Day 6: LAODICEA - MILETUS - KUSADASI - EPHESUS. We begin this morning with a tour of Laodicea, one of the seven churches of 

Revelations. Then on to ancient Miletus, once a harbor city, today inland because of the silting process of the Meander river . 

Miletus was home to many ancient scientists and philosophers, among whom Thales was first to set the principles to understand 

the world. “And it came to pass, that, while Apollo’s was at Corinth, Paul having passed through the upper coasts came to 

Ephesus; and finding certain disciples.. “(Acts 19:1)”. 

Continue to Kusadasi, a lively Turkish port and gateway to ancient Ephesus. Our tour takes us to visit Ancient Ephesus, the Gree k 

colony founded by the Athenians. Here history truly comes to life; walking towards the ancient harbor down a marble road rutt ed 

by the wheels of countless chariots. You pass architectural masterpieces like the Magnesian Gate and the Library of Celsus bef ore 

arriving to the Great Amphitheater where Paul spoke to the Ephesians. Some time at leisure here.  Dinner and overnight at our  

hotel. 

  

Day 7:  KUSADASI - PATMOS - KUSADASI. In the morning, we transfer to the harbor for our tour to Patmos. Patmos is a sacred 

island for the Christian religion. It was here that St. John lived and wrote the Book of Revelations. In  the  afternoon  ret urn  back  

to  Kusadasi  and  transfer to  the  hotel.  Dinner and overnight at our hotel. 

 



Day 8: SARDIS - PHILADELPHIA - THYRATIRA - IZMIR. After breakfast, we begin in Sardis, which was the capital of Lydian Empire.  

In the Book of Revelations, with Sardis remaining “one of the most picturesque of any of the Seven Churches”; we continue to 

the city of brotherly love, Philadelphia, founded by Pergamum king Attalos II for his brother Eumenes. Attalos wanted his new  

city to become the center of the Greco-Roman Civilization. The sixth letter of the Apostle John to the Seven Churches of Asia 

Minor was the letter to Philadelphia. Continue to Thyatira, the fourth of the seven Churches of Asia Minor to receive  an epistle 

from the Apostle John (Revelations 2:18-29).  The letter written to this church is the longest of 7 letters. Dinner and overnight at 

our hotel in Izmir. 

 

Day 9: SMYRNA - PERGAMUM - TROAS - CANNAKKALE. Drive to Smyrna which holds a significant place in early church history. It 

was the home of several early martyr-saints, including Polycarp, Bishop of Smyrna.  Continue to Pergamum. Here, we visit 

Asklepion and the Acropolis. Continue to Troy, the immortal city of the legendary Helen of Troy and Trojan House which was 

destroyed and rebuilt nine times. Our journey continues to Canakkale along the straights of Dardanelles for dinner and overnight 

at our hotel. 

 

Day 10: CANAKKALE – NICEA – ISTANBUL Drive to Nicea through Bursa. At Nicea, you will see remains of Constantine’s palace, 

now covered by the water at the shore of Lake Iznik. It was here in this palace chapel that the First Ancient Church Council 

convened in A.D. 325 to produce the Nicene Creed. Enjoy Nicea’s St. Sophia Church, where the Seventh Church Council convened 

in 787. Continue to Istanbul. Overnight in Istanbul 

 

Private boat Cocktail Cruise Dinner on the Bosporus  

 



The Bosphorus is a winding strait separating Europe and Asia. Along its shores is a delightfully surprising mixture of past a nd 

present, grand splendor and simple beauty. The shore is lined with modern hotels as well as antique wooden houses, palaces of 

marble, fortresses and small fishing villages. The best way to see the Bosphorus is to take a cruise in a deluxe yacht .  

During the excursion one will pass the magnificent Dolmabahçe Palace and farther along are the parks and the imperial pavilions 

of Yildiz Palace. Next interest point will be Ortaköy, a small district where artists gather every Sunday to display their work along 

the elegantly spanning the water and linking Europe and Asia for the first time is the Bosphorus Bridge, one of the longest in the 

world.  

Immediately after this bridge, on the Asian side is the beautiful Beylerbeyi Palace and behind the palace rises Çamlica Hill,  the 

highest point of Istanbul, which is an ideal spot to view the magnificent panorama of Istanbul.  

Day 11: ISTANBUL – HOME: After breakfast you will have free time shopping in Istanbul. Today we depart for Istanbul airport 

then back to home.  

Cost:   

USD $ 3990.00 - per person based on a minimum of 36 paying people … sharing double room.  

Deposit: 750.00 pp 

Feb 01 2020: $1000.00 

May 01 2020 $1000.00 

July 01 2020 $ 1240.00 

USD $560.00, - Single supplement 

Rate includes: 

International Air: Toronto –Istanbul Toronto 

Domestic Air: Istanbul- Adana or Istanbul – Hatay 



Private Luxury Boat Cruise: Patmos private boat dinner cruise 

Accommodation: 

- 3nights stay at Titanic city Taksim hotel (or similar) in Istanbul 

- 1night stay at Hilton Adana Hotel (or similar) in Adana 

- 1night stay at Hilton Garden Konya (or similar) in Konya  

- 1night stay at Richmond Thermal Hotel (or similar) in Pamukkale  

- 2night stay at Hilton Double Tree Kusadasi (or similar) in Kusadasi 

- 1night stay at Ontur İzmir Hotel (or similar) in Izmir 

- 1night stay at Kolin Hotel (or similar) in Canakkale  

Guidance: 

- Services of professional English-Speaking guide throughout the program 

Transportation: 

- A/C deluxe 45-seater deluxe motor coach throughout the program incl. small bottle water daily  

Meals: 

- Daily breakfast 

- Daily lunches 

- Daily Dinner (Private Bosphorus cruise for the Gala dinner in Istanbul) 



Entrance fees to the sights and museums mentioned on the program 

Tips: 

Tip to hotels and restaurants 

VAT and service charges 

Tips for driver and guide 

Rate excludes: 

-   VAT at this moment but may vary on booking … air price subject to change until air is paid 

-    Personal expenses 

 

 


